
Liquor License 2 

There is an abundance of alcohol in this world in different forms, brands and levels of potency. But with 

all the profusion of alcohol it is strangely difficult to sell it. By that I mean it is very easy to buy it but 

extremely difficult to be the one selling it and this is because of the liquor license. And this is the reason 

why companies like AB InBev-SAB Miller continuously grow because once they have a license they 

continue to gain market share through the lack of competition entering the market by reason of the 

liquor license barrier to entry. 

Therefore how difficult is it to obtain a liquor license? Well let’s list some of the requirements. The first 

thing you have to decide is how you want to sell the liquor because there are two distinct types of liquor 

licenses. The first one is On Consumption Liquor License which is liquor sold and may only be consumed 

on the premises i.e. restaurants, pubs etc. And secondly Off Consumption Liquor License which is 

liquor sold and may not be consumed on the premises i.e. bottle store. The second type also relates to 

Distributors Liquor License or Wholesale Liquor License.  

Secondly, applications for liquor licenses can only be lodged on the first Friday of every month and as of 

recently, applications are handled by the province you reside in. That means if you want to sell liquor in 

Gauteng you must apply to the Gauteng Liquor Board and if you want to sell in KZN; the KwaZulu-Natal 

Liquor Authority and the same applies for every other province in the country. 

But the greatest hurdle is the zoning of the property. The local Municipality`s Planning Department or 

Land Use Department will inspect to determine the suitability of the premises and such considerations 

as how many other liquor outlets are in the area or what impact another liquor outlet will have on the 

community because people tend to behave in certain ways under the influence which could disturb the 

peace. And finally children are always a factor and each community wants to make it as difficult as 

possible for children to get their hands on alcohol.  

Therefore before you make an application for a liquor license do some research to determine the 

suitability of your premises and area. Granted you have no knowledge of what or how the board will 

adjudicate your property but be creative in your judgment. For an example, it is far easier to get a liquor 

license in the city, malls and industrial areas than it is in a residential area and for obvious reasons.  
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